
To The Judicial Complaints Commissioner 

30/4/2018 

Dear Mr Ritchie, 

Attached to this email is a response to a complaint laid with your predecessor concerning 

former Judge Kenderdine in which Sir David Gascoigne identified Shonagh Kenderdine’s 

fraudulent posing as a warranted judge. He used the contrived get out of jail card that a 

judge is not pursued into retirement, even though she committed crimes as a member of 

the public.  

I am not lodging a further futile complaint on this matter as the executive has confirmed in 

writing to me that they have doubled down on covering up this and other related frauds 

[see the correspondence tab on the website linked below], however, I am asking for 

clarification on two interrelated points. 

Point one 

Kenderdine was reappointed for a second term as an acting judge for two years after her 
72 birthday which was specifically forbidden under the District Courts Act 1947 
Section 10(a) (3) 

“Each such appointment shall be for a term not exceeding 2 years or, if the person has 

attained the age of 72 years, not exceeding 12 months.” 

The Act was repealed [January 2018] but its existence at the time has full bearing on this 

matter. 

This appointment extended by one year Kenderdine’s impersonation of a warrant bearing 

judge to a total of 2 years one month. It additionally extended the illegal payment/bribe she 

took. 

As Kenderdine was not a judge but was impersonating one as a member of the public she is 

not protected by section 16 (1)(g) of  the Judicial Conduct Commissioner and Judicial 

Conduct Panel Act 2004 but is liable to prosecution under the Crimes Act and the Secret 

Commissions Act 1910, proceeds of crime, etc. 

Kenderdine’s fraud is a proven fact. I note your office has the following responsibilities.  

 to enhance public confidence in the judicial system 

 to protect the impartiality and integrity of the judicial system. 



This corruption and fraud and its endorsement have occurred at the highest level.  

My question: In light of the responsibilities your office has, what has your office done about 
it?  

The fraud to date has not been addressed other than to cover it up. It is germane to the 

future and assets of any ratepayer living in Palmerston North. Additionally in this fraud the 

Turitea wind farm was falsely, deliberately and illegally consented by Kenderdine on the 

Wellington and Northern Ohariu fault lines then 49% sold to unwitting investors, the other 

51% of risk being carried by New Zealand taxpayers. 

Point two 

The second matter for clarification regards the disclosure of potential conflicts of interest 

for anyone holding the office of Judicial Conduct Commissioner.  

I hasten to point out that I am not accusing you of anything but demonstrating the problem 

with your predecessor. 

 Gascoigne was Judicial Conduct Commissioner August 2009 to August 2015 

 Gascoigne was the Independent Reviewer of the Auditor General’s audit allocation 

processes (2007 to 2013 and 2015) and acted as a consultant to the Auditor-General. 

 Gascoigne was Chairman of Transpower from 2000 to 2007 and knew every detail 

about the Turitea wind farm and the corrupt contract on which it is based.  

 As a key player in the inner circle he knew Kenderdine had willingly succumbed to 

bribery and falsified judicial authority. He was forced as Judicial Conduct 

Commissioner to eventually give the game away. He would never have done this 

voluntarily. 

 Sir David Gascoigne in his letter revealing the Kenderdine fraud claims that no judge 

will be pursued into retirement as a legislative policy. The Crimes Act 1961 and 

1910 Secret Commissions Act say otherwise.  

 Gascoigne is implicated in the cover-up. How could he not know Kenderdine was not 

a judge? It was his job to know this, the most basic of facts. Yes, the laws governing 

judicial and ministerial corruption are on the books but according to Gascoigne they 

will not be followed, even though Kenderdine committed her crimes for 13 months 

as an ordinary citizen, although her last two year appointment now appears to 

have been illegal.  

 Gascoigne acts as a consultant to law firm MinterEllisonRuddWatts. He, his wife, 

Patsy Reddy, [ Governor-General from 2016], along with Karen Price, author of the 

“secret” contract between MRP and PNCC, and her wind farming colleague and 

lawyer defending her before the Legal Complaints Review Office, Les Taylor, have all 

worked for this law firm [Price and Taylor were there from 2002 to 2007]. It should 



be noted that neither Price nor Taylor provided any evidence whatsoever to the 

LCRO or to the Wellington Standards Committee 3 when I laid a detailed complaint. 

It is clear that Gascoigne was a key player behind the scenes. When the Auditor General 

was approached to fulfil its legislated duties we were told to take a hike – Gascoigne 

was exercising his role as reviewer and consultant. 

I note that in 2010 former Justice Minister, Judith Collins, then acting AG, dealing with 

judicial conflict of interest in the Justice Wilson case made the following statement. 

“I believe this is the best outcome under the circumstances. It resolves an 

unprecedented situation in New Zealand’s legal history,” Ms Collins said. 

“To proceed with this case would have caused incalculable damage to confidence in the 

judiciary.” 

Wilson got a golden handshake and resigned from the Supreme Court.  

Kenderdine gets to keep the money she stole from the public purse with the executive 

turning a blind eye and a QSO. She continued to chair the Turitea Call-In while put out 

to pasture at the Historic Places Trust and had her term there illegally extended for 

almost a year. 

Collins, Finlayson and others went on to cover-up the Kenderdine fraud. Both of them 

have lied. In Collin’s case she never replied to my exposure of the fraud. This is 

unprecedented in Commonwealth legal history.  

What confidence can the public have in your office with a history such as this?  

What safeguards are there in place or is the Kenderdine scandal just going to be 

brushed under the rug in Masonic silence until it emerges, as it inevitably will? 

Yours sincerely 

Paul Stichbury 

paulstichbury@gmail.com  

Repository of evidence 

http://newzealandjusticeandpolitics.weebly.com/ 

https://turiteadocuments.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/kindle-version.pdf 
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